
Dr. Marion Lester Williams, age 91, was called to his heavenly home 
on Wednesday, June 11, 2025. The older of two children, he was born in 
Abilene, Texas, on December 1, 1933, to Lester and Faye Williams. 

Marion was a beloved husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, 
brother and friend. Although having a busy professional life, he loved to 
spend quality time with his family. He was an active member of First 
Baptist Church and, later, Hoffmantown Church. 
 

Marion attended grade and high schools in Abilene, TX. Dreaming from an early age of 
becoming an Air Force test pilot, Marion became active in his high school's Civil Air Patrol. 
He also spent a month in Denmark as an exchange cadet the summer after he graduated. 

Marion attended Texas A&M and earned a Bachelor of Science in Aeronautical Engineering, 
in 1956. A high point during his college years was meeting his hero, test pilot Chuck Yeager, 
the first to break the sound barrier. 

In Albuquerque, Marion began his career at Sandia Laboratory's wind tunnel as an 
aerodynamicist before being called to active duty as a second lieutenant in the US Air 
Force. He was assigned to the nearby Air Force Special Weapons Center on Kirtland Air 
Force Base. During his time there, in 1957, he witnessed an above-ground atomic test at 
the Nevada Test Site. 

Because Marion's eyesight prevented him from becoming a test pilot, Marion left the Air 
Force after his 3-year Air Force tour was over. He returned to Sandia and also began 
graduate studies at UNM, receiving his Master's Degree in Mechanical Engineering in 1967. 

Following Marion's time at Sandia, he served in various capacities at Kirtland: Senior 
Weapon Systems Engineer for the Naval Weapons Evaluation Facility (part of the "Rio 
Grande Navy"), Senior Operations Research Analyst for the short-lived Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Joint Task Force II, and Physical Scientist for the Field Command, Defense Nuclear Agency 
(DNA). 

While at the DNA, Marion became especially interested the field of Operations Research 
(OR) and the government sponsored his further studies at Oklahoma State University where 
Marion completed the coursework for his Ph.D. in Industrial Engineering and Management, 
majoring in Operations Research. He and his family returned to Albuquerque the following 
year, and Marion went back to work for the DNA and worked on his dissertation at night, 
miraculously finishing it in one year. He received his Ph.D. in May 1971. 



Shortly thereafter, Marion accepted a coveted position as Principal Scientist for SHAPE 
(Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe) Technical Center in The Hague, 
Netherlands, where he put his OR training to work with NATO allies.  

After returning to Albuquerque in 1974, Marion joined AFTEC (later AFOTEC), the newly 
formed Air Force Operations Test and Evaluation Center, set up as an independent testing 
and evaluation organization reporting directly to the Air Force Chief of Staff. There Dr. 
Williams became Chief Technical Advisor, later being promoted to Chief Scientist and 
Technical Director. While he never became a test pilot, AFOTEC became his dream job. He 
would often state, "I loved every minute of my time there." 

Dr Williams served as the 8th President of the International Test and Evaluation Association 
and his contributions were critical to the future of the organization and in 1994 was 
awarded the Dr. Allen R. Matthews Award for his lifetime achievement in Test and 
Evaluation.  

He first "retired" in 1998 from AFOTEC. Shortly thereafter, Marion was employed by the 
Georgia Institute of Technology but assigned again to AFOTEC as Chief Scientist. He retired 
a second time in 2005. 

After his second "retirement" Marion went to work for the Institute for Defense Analysis 
(IDA) in DC for another decade. 

Throughout his career, Dr. Williams received many honors and awards, including: the 
Vance R. Wanner Memorial Award from the Military Operations Research Society (MORS), 
two Presidential-level awards, the Air Force Citation of Honor, the Air Force Analyst Lifetime 
Achievement Award, and the AFOTEC Lifetime Achievement Award-the last presented on 
the occasion of AFOTEC's 50th Anniversary celebration on March 6, 2024. He was also 
honored with the naming of the "Dr. Marion Williams Conference Room" at AFOTEC 
headquarters. 

In the community, Dr. Williams served on the advisory committees of the UNM Cancer 
Center and the UNM Engineering School and was a scientific advisor to the State of New 
Mexico Scientific and Technical Oversight Committee. 


